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India Highlights Tour 2012
January 27-February 18
Delhi, Rajasthan (Naguar Camel and Cattle Fair, Jailsamer, Jodphur, Udaipur,
Pushkar, Ajmer, Jaipur), Agra, Varanasi and Amritsar!
Extensions                                                                                                                                Gujarat Textile Tour and Bhavnath Fair February 17-February 26                                                                    
Travel plans offer the perfect combination of sightseeing, shopping and free time.                             Everyone will have ample time to relax or to explore on their own.                                                              Very affordable massage is available at every stop.

These itineraries are crammed with days you will never forget!
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Meeting in private home to talk about trip set for Saturday July 9 at 10:00am.
For further information, to make a reservation or sign-up for trip, 
contact Willie Pusede at 303-758-9213 or wpusede@hotmail.com .  
Group size limited to 8-10.
 
Highlights Tour Jan 27-Feb 18, 2012
Cost for tour $2660.  Single supplement $495.

Tour cost includes 4 internal airfares, tips ($250…LOTS of tipping required in India), breakfasts, camel safari w/traditional Rajasthani dinner program, food allowance for meals not already included in itinerary ($200), all activities listed in itinerary.

Does not include visa ($63+13), tips in restaurants (10%), camera fees, expenses of a personal nature like laundry, shopping, free time activities, travel insurance or immunizations.  Int’l airfare $1500 (Continental Airlines thru Newark).

 

 

Gujarat Textile Tour and Bhavnath Fair 

 Feb 17-Feb 26 
Cost for tour $1430.  

Tour includes 2 internal airfares, tips ($120), food allowance for meals not included in itinerary ($80), all activities listed in itinerary.

Exclusions same as Highlights Tour.
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India Highlights Tour
January 27-February 18, 2012
Jan 27

Depart US  (Various options for air itineraries)
Jan 28            
Arrive Delhi                                                                                                                                          Almondz Hotel

 HYPERLINK "http://almondzhotel.com/"   
Jan 29        
Full day sightseeing…unforgettable!
Cycle rickshaw ride through old Delhi, Jama Masjid (Friday Mosque), Raj Ghat (cremation site of Mahatma Ghandhi), India Gate, Craft Museum, shopping at the women’s market on Janpath, Fab India and Lotus Temple.                                                                

Jan 30         
Fly to Jodphur   1025/1145                                                                                                      Drive to Naguar for the annual camel and cattle fair (3hrs)                                            Luxury tents

Jan 31           
Naguar Fair Rajasthan’s second largest fair takes place on the outskirts of this relatively tourist free town.  Thousands of Rajasthan’s rural citizens come to trade their  bullocks, horses, and camels, sell crafts and celebrate the fair with music and dance.           
Feb 1          
Drive to Jaisalmer: The Golden City (6hrs)          

Feb 2        
Morning Jaisalmer sightseeing                                                                                                            Golden Fort, old havelis, Gadi Sagar Lake

Late afternoon we drive to Sam Dunes in the Great Thar Desert (18k) for                   sunset camel ride and evening dinner with traditional music and dance.                 Overnight Jaisalmer (Hotel TBA)
Feb 3         
Drive to Jodphur- The Blue City (6.5 hrs)                                                                     Hotel Devi Bhawan
                    

Late afternoon visit to central market area of Jodphur at the Clock Tower
Feb 4               Morning Jodphur sightseeing                                                                                                                                                                         
Meherangarh Fort (great audio tour) 





         Afternoon free

Feb 5        
Drive to Udaipur – The White City (6hrs)                                                           Lake Pichola Hotel
Feb 6    
Morning Udaipur sightseeing                                                                                            City Palace and town market                                                                                           Best place for elephant ride!

Feb 7      
Drive to Pushkar, a small town of 10,000 built around a holy lake                                Seventh Heaven 

Feb 8    
Pushkar sightseeing                                                                                                                Stroll around the lake, visiting temples and shops

Feb 9       
Free day                                                                                                                   Shopping, cooking class, massage, relax!

Feb 10      
Drive to Jaipur- The Pink City (3 hrs)                                                                                                  Along the way visit old Ajmer, home of Sufi’s holiest temple                                         Fort Chandragupt Heritage Hotel 

Feb 11      
Morning Jaipur sightseeing                                                                                                                Amber Fort and Palace, City Palace, Hawa Mahal (Palace of the Winds), Jantar Mantar (astronomical observatory built in 1700’s!) 
Evening Bollywood movie!
Feb 12      
Drive to Agra (6 hrs)                                                                                                       Visit Fatehpur Sikri along the way                                                                                           Siris 18 Hotel
Feb 13        
Early morning visit to Taj Mahal                                                                                       Optional visit to Red Fort                                                                                                        Late afternoon visit to very busy Kinari Bazaar

                      

Night train to Varanasi (2022/0610)

Feb 14     
Varanasi – the holiest city in India                                                                             Morning boat ride, walking tour of narrow lanes

Afternoon trip to Sarnath, site of Buddha’s first sermon

Evening sun ceremony and boat ride…a day you will never forget!                  Alka Hotel 

Feb 15         
Early morning boat ride.                                                                                        Fly to Delhi 1340/1500                                                                                          Fly to  Amritsar 2025/2145                                                                            
        CJ International 

Feb 16      
Amritar sightseeing The Golden Temple, the Sikhs’ holiest temple, memorial park Jalianwala Bagh, and city drive.



Late afternoon proceed to border closing ceremony at Atari.  (30k)

Feb 17          
Morning free 












Fly to Delhi 1450/1550

                                
Return to US on evening flight

Feb 18          
Home
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Gujarat Textile Tour and Bhavnath Fair 
Feb 17-March 26
Located just south of Rajasthan, less-touristed Gujarat has its own distinct characteristics.  We’ll travel to Ahmedabad, a beautiful old city where Ghandi once lived; Junagadh for the Bhavnath Fair, Jamnagar, India’s “wild west”, the Kutch area, an endless salt flats  plain, to find tribal villagers producing some of  finest folk textiles you can find in India today.
Feb 17     
Fly to Ahmedabad (from Delhi or Calcutta)                                                                                             Silver Cloud Hotel 
Feb 18         
Sightseeing                                                                                                                               Savarmati Ashram (Mahatma Gandhi’s former headquarters)

Calico Museum of Textiles, contains one of the world’s finest collections of antique and modern Indian textiles

Heritage walking tour through the Old City                                                         Law Garden Night Market

Feb 19        
Early Sunday morning  riverside flea market,                                                    Drive to Junagadh for Bhavnath Fair (5hrs)                                                                     Hotel Indralok
Feb 20         
Final day of the Bhavnath Fair with folk music, dancing and the great ritual of Mahashivaratri, parade of the naga babas
Feb 21      
Drive to Jamnagar (6hrs) 
Sightseeing in Jamnagar will include Chandi Bazaar and seeing the town's famous tie dye production that still practices a 5000 year old process that involves thousands of tiny knots in a single piece of folded fabric!                                Hotel Vishal International                           
                  
Feb 22          
Drive to Budj (6hrs)                                                                                                   Old city tour and market                                                                                            I Lark Hotel 
Feb 23         
Budj                                                                                                            
       
Sightseeing with Judy Frater, author of Threads of Identity:Embroidery and Adornment of the Nomadic Rabaris, visiting artisans and co-ops in the                 desert north of Budj

We will visit tribal people including Jat, Harijan, Meghawal and Mutva living in various villages like Hodka, Ludiya and Dhordo.  We’ll see mud work, metal work, various textiles including embroidery, weaving and tie dye.

Feb 24 
Drive to Ahmedabad
Feb 25       
Fly to Delhi 1240 pm


Check into hotel near airport for rest and regroup before flight

730 pm transfer to airport for 1135 pm flight to US
Feb 26

Arrive Denver 1123 am
 
